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My  tl-oughts  today  are  turning  to  summsr  tedrooms.    All  day  I've  iDeen 
picturing  in  n^^  mind's  eye  —  imagining  the  "bedroom  I'd  like  to  find  myself  in 
at  the  end  of  a  long  bot  day  of  travel  on  the  highway.     I've  heen  thinking  of 
curtains  and  counterpanes  and  rugs  and  fabrics  generally  that  would  make  a  room 
look  fresh  end  cool  and  restful  in  summer.    And  the  cause  of  all  this  thinking 
is  a  letter  --  a  letter  from  a  friend  who  is  nlanning  to  open  her  spare  "bedrooms 
to  tourists  this  su-mv.er.     She  lives  in  a  large  pleasant  house  at  the  edge  of  a 

little  city  right  near  vrhere  two  well-traveled  highways  meet.     She  thir-ks 

this  should  be  a  good  location  for  a  roadside  inn.     Seems  to  me  she's  right. 
But  she  hasn't  solved  the  bedroom  furnishing  problem.     She  wants  advice  on 
curtains  —  far  exam-pie  — •  practical,  cool- looking  and  not- too- expensive  cur- 
tains —  and  bedspreads  with  the  same  qualifications. 

\7cll,  whether  yoxi're  running  a  tourist  home  this  summer,  or  whether  you're 
likely  to  have  visitors  off  and  on  during  the  vacation,   I  think  you'll  be  inter- 
ested in  the  hints  I've  gathered  on  siariimer  bedroom  fabrics.     I  might  tell  you 
in  advance  that  most  of  these  ideas  I'm  passing  along  came  from  Miss  Bess  Viemont 
of  the  Eureau  of  Home  Economics  in  Vfashington.     I  went  to  her  because  she  is  the 
author  of  that  bulletin  on  window  curtaining.     You  probably  own  a  coT)y;   if  you 
don't  and  want  one,  just  write  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Three  words  describe  a  practical  summer  bedroom  —  cool,   clean,  and 
comfortable.     So  fabrics  that  give  a  cool  look  to  the  room,  are  easy  to  wash, 
and  slow  to  wrinkle  or  muss  —  these  are  the  ones  for  curtains  and  coverlets. 

And  this  reminds  me  at  once  of  seersucker  —  true  seersucker,  not  one  of 
those  new  fabrics  with  sharn  crinkles.    Miss  Viemont  suggests,  as  a  good-looking 
and  practical  bedroom  ensemble,   seersucker  spreads,   curtains  and  maybe  even  a 
slip-cover  of  the  same  on  a  chair,    Of  course,   the  amount  you  use  of  any  one 
material  depends  on  the  size  of  the  room,  the  background  and  so  on.     This  old- 
time,  tried-onc-true  fabric  is  very  smart  today  sjid  just  as  practical  as  it  was 
when  our  grandi.others  used  it.    nowadays  you  can  buy  it  in  almost  all  colors  — 
in  plain  and  plaid  and  strit^es  and  checks.     For  a  bedroom  that  is  likely  to  get 
a  good  deal  of  use  in  summer,   seersucker  is  an  excellent  choice.     It  is  easy  to 
launder  because  it  requires  little  or  no  ironing,   if  it  hangs  straight  when  it 
dries.    And  then  it  doesn't  need  as  much  laundering  as  many  crisp  fabrics  do 
becar.se  it  doesn't  muss  and  wrinkle  and  doesn't  soil  easily.    Oh,   I  know  how 
dainty  a  bedroom  looks  with  crisp  organdie  raffles  at  windows  and  beds  and 
dressing  table.     I  Icnow  how  attractive  a  frilly  feminine  room  can  be. 
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But  showers  coming  in  the  open  window  can  rilt  those  crisi:)  curtains  in  a  minute. 
Folks  who  will  sit  on  heds  can  v/ritfxle  a  fresh  coverlet  hopelessly.    And  frills 
will  catch  dust.    All  this  means  endless  washing  and  ironing  and  also  means  that 
these  dainty  materials  won't  Ifst  long  and  look  veil.     For  summer  time  v.-ear  and 
tear,  practical  fabrics  are  a  hetter  choice. 

Candlewick  spreads  are  another  good  choice  for  summer  hedrooms.     A  friend 
of  mine  told  me  recently  about  a  lovely  Colonial  tourist  home  in  Vermont  where 
she  had  silent  the  night.     Cream-colored  candlewick  sioreads  covered  the  simple 
colonial  bed.    A-pple-green  gingham  hung  at  the  windows.     Braided  green  rugs  lay 
on  the  floor.    Here  was  an  inexpensive,   easily-kept  room  with  that  cool  and  rest- 
ful look  we've  been  talking  about.     You  can  buy  candlewick  spreads  in  white  or 
colors.     If  you  use  colors,  you'll  probably  want  plain  curtains  at  the  window  with 
perhaps  a  valance  or  tie-back  in  a  shade  that  matches  the  bedspreads.    Or  you  can 
even  get  candlewick  tufted  curtains  to  match  the  spread. 

STDeaking  of  inexpensive  fabrics  to  give  color  to  a  room,  you  have  your 
choice  of  ginghams,  prints  and  chintz.    Miss  Viemont  tells  me  that  figured  cur- 
tains and  cove-:-s  look  well  against  a  plain  wall,  and  plain  curtains  and  covers 
are  most  attractive  with  a  figured  wall-paper.     She  also  tells  me  that  most 
people  prefer  the  softer  colors  in  bedrooms.     Color  has  so  much  to  do  with 
whether  a  room  looks  warm  or  cool  tho.t  you  may  be  interested  in  one  rule  most 
decorators  follow:     If  the  bedroom  is  on  the  cold  side  of  the  house  —  the  north 
or  northeast,  use' the  warmer  colors  like  yellow,  yellow-green,   rose,  and  rose- 
orchid;  if  the  room  is  on  the  south  or  west,  try  soft  blues,  greens  and  blue- 
greens. 

Well,   I  mustn't  start  talking  abdU  color  or  I'll  never  get  back  to  fabrics. 
There's  far' more  to  this  matter  of  hues  and  shades  and  so  on  that  I  could  hope  to 
tell  you  in  one  day  anyway. 

Let's  just  briefly  go  over  the  inexpensive,  easily  washed,  and  cool-looking 
materials  for  this  bedroom  we're  furnishing.    Here  are  some  worth  your  consider- 
ation:    seersucker,  ^^inghara  or  print;  chintz;   soft  dotted  swiss;  voile;  net; 
marquisette.    The  thinner  curtain  materials  have  the  advantage  of  letting  in  light, 

Then,  for  bedspreads,  you  have  seersucker,   candlewick,   chintz,  gingham, 
dimity,  and  old-fashioned  patchwork  cotton  quilts. 
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